APPENDIX C

CIVIL RIGHTS – SPECIAL INTERROGATORIES – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 CLAIMS –
FOR CASES BROUGHT BY PRISONERS 
(PRISON LITIGATION REFORM APPLIES)

SPECIAL INTERROGATORIES TO THE JURY
Do you find from a preponderance of the evidence:
 That [name of defendant] intentionally committed acts that violated [name of plaintiff]’s right to [describe protected right]?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer is “No,” this ends your deliberations, and your foreperson should sign and date the last page of this verdict form. If your answer is “Yes,” go to the next question.
[ That [name of defendant]’s actions were “under color” of state law?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer is “No,” this ends your deliberations, and your foreperson should sign and date the last page of this verdict form. If your answer is “Yes,” go to the next question.]

 That [name of defendant]’s unconstitutional conduct caused [name of plaintiff] to suffer more than a minimal physical injury?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer is “No,” this ends your deliberations, [name of plaintiff] is awarded nominal damages in the amount of $1.00, and your foreperson should sign and date the last page of this verdict form. If your answer is “Yes,” go to the next question.
 That [name of plaintiff] should be awarded compensatory damages against [name of defendant] to compensate [name of plaintiff] for physical and/or emotional injury?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer is “Yes,” in what amount?	 	$_____________

	If your answer is “No,” this ends your deliberations, and your foreperson should sign and date the last page of this verdict form. If your answer is “Yes,” go to the next question.
5. That [name of defendant] acted with malice or reckless indifference to [name of plaintiff]’s federally protected rights and that punitive damages should be assessed against [name of defendant]?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer is “Yes,” in what amount?	 	$_____________

SO SAY WE ALL.
___________________________
Foreperson’s Signature
DATE: ___________________
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