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The legal or beneficial owner of an exclusive right under a copyright is entitled to institute an action for any infringement of that particular right committed while he or she is the owner of it. 17 U.S.C. § 501.
17 U.S.C. § 201 (Copyright in a work protected under this title vests initially in the author or authors of the work. The authors of a joint work are co-owners of copyright in the work.) “Authorship” as set forth in the charge above can include individual author, joint author and the employer as the “author” under the “work-for-hire” doctrine. Individual charges addressing each of these situations is set forth in other jury charges herein.
The term “creator” may be used in place of “author” to avoid confusion over the term author when dealing with non-literary works.
17 U.S.C. § 101 definition of copyright owner reflects fact that exclusive licensees are treated as copyright owners for purpose of protection and remedy pursuant to 17 U.S.C. § 201. 17 U.S.C. § 101 (“Copyright owner,” with respect to any one of the exclusive rights comprised in a copyright, refers to the owner of that particular right.). 17 U.S.C. § 201 provides:
 The ownership of a copyright may be transferred in whole or in part by any means of conveyance or by operation of law, and may be bequeathed by will or pass as personal property by the applicable laws of intestate succession.
 Any of the exclusive rights comprised in a copyright, including any subdivision of any of the rights specified by section 106, may be transferred as provided by clause  and owned separately. The owner of any particular exclusive right is entitled, to the extent of that right, to all of the protection and remedies accorded to the copyright owner by this title.
17 U.S.C. § 201.
Ownership of a copyright, or of any of the exclusive rights under a copyright, is distinct from ownership of any material object in which the work is embodied. Transfer of ownership of any material object, including the copy or phonorecord in which the work is first fixed, does not of itself convey any rights in the copyrighted work embodied in the object; nor, in the absence of an agreement, does transfer of ownership of a copyright or of any exclusive rights under a copyright convey property rights in any material object.
17 U.S.C. § 202. Section 204 addresses transfers of copyright ownership:
 A transfer of copyright ownership, other than by operation of law, is not valid unless an instrument of conveyance, or a note or memorandum of the transfer, is in writing and signed by the owner of the rights conveyed or such owner’s duly authorized agent.
 A certificate of acknowledgement is not required for the validity of a transfer, but is prima facie evidence of the execution of the transfer if - -
 in the case of a transfer executed in the United States, the certificate is issued by a person authorized to administer oaths within the United States; or
 in the case of a transfer executed in a foreign country, the certificate is issued by a diplomatic or consular officer of the United States, or by a person authorized to administer oaths whose authority is proved by a certificate of such an officer.
17 U.S.C. § 204.
