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To advance a copyright-infringement action, the work that [name of plaintiff] claims has been infringed must be registered (or preregistered). But a doctrine called “effective registration” allows a plaintiff to proceed with an infringement action without registration if a later-created derivative or collective work has been registered and the registration certificate specifically refers to the work that [name of plaintiff] has made the subject of the infringement action. Put another way, the earlier work is deemed effectively registered by its identification in the later registration.
[Name of defendant] asserts that [name of plaintiff] doesn’t have a registration for the claimed work. If true, this would usually defeat a copyright-infringement action. But [name of plaintiff] can proceed with this infringement action if you find that [he/she/it] has effectively registered the work.
To establish that [name of plaintiff] effectively registered the work that is the subject of this action, you must review the “Preexisting Material” section of the registration certificate of the derivative or collective work (what you can think of as the later-created work). For the effective-registration doctrine to apply, that section must reference or identify the work that is the subject of this infringement action. If you review the registration certificate and don’t find any reference to or identification of the claimed work, [name of plaintiff] can’t advance this infringement action.
SPECIAL INTERROGATORIES TO THE JURY
Do you find from a preponderance of the evidence:
 That [name of plaintiff] has a copyright registration for a derivative or collective work?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer to this question is “Yes,” also answer the next question.
 That the work that is the subject of this action is identified in the “Preexisting Material” section of [name of plaintiff]’s derivative or collective registration certificate?
Answer Yes or No		_____________
If your answer to either of these questions is “No,” don’t continue with your analysis of [name of plaintiff]’s claim for infringement.
