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False Claims Against the Government
18 U.S.C. § 287

It’s a Federal crime to knowingly make a false claim against any department or agency of the United States.
[The General Services Administration is a department or agency of the United States.]
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant knowingly presented a false claim against the United States to an agency of the United States;

 the claim was based on a false or fraudulent material fact; and

 the Defendant acted intentionally and knew that the claim was false and fraudulent.

A claim is “false” or “fraudulent” if it is untrue when [made][presented] and the person [making] [presenting] it knows it is untrue. But the Government doesn’t have to show that the Governmental department or agency was in fact deceived or misled.
It’s not a crime to make a false claim unless the falsity or fraudulent aspect relates to a material fact. A misrepresentation is “material” if it contains a “material fact” that is false. A “material fact” is an important fact – not some unimportant or trivial detail – that has a natural tendency to influence or is capable of influencing a department or agency in reaching a required decision.
[The defendant does not have to directly submit the claim to an employee or agency of the United States. It is sufficient if the defendant submits the claim to a third party knowing that the third party will submit the claim or seek reimbursement from the United States [or a department or agency thereof].]
