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False Tax Return, List, Account, or Statement
26 U.S.C. § 7207

It’s a Federal crime to willfully and knowingly file a materially false Federal income-tax return.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant filed an [income-tax return] [a list] [an account] [a statement] that was false in a material way as charged in the indictment;

 when the Defendant filed the [return] [list] account] [statement], [he] [she] knew it was false; and

 when the Defendant did so, he acted with the intent to do something [he] [she] knew the law forbids.

A declaration is “false” if it is untrue when made the person making it knows it is untrue. A declaration contained within a document is “false” if it is untrue when the document is used and the person using it knows it is untrue.
A declaration is “material” if it relates to a matter of significance or importance, not some minor, insignificant, or trivial detail.
The Government does not have to show that any taxes were not paid because of the false return or that any additional taxes are due. It only has to show that the Defendant filed a materially false [return] [list] account] [statement], which Defendant knew violated the law.
