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Controlled Substances:
Possession on United States Vessel
46 U.S.C. § 70503

It’s a Federal crime for anyone [on board a vessel of the United States] [on board a vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United States] [who is a citizen of the United States or a resident alien of the United States on board any vessel] to knowingly possess a controlled substance with intent to distribute it.
[Substance] is a controlled substance within the meaning of the law.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if each of the following facts is proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant [was on board a vessel of the United States] [was on board a vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the United States] [is a citizen of the United States or a resident alien of the United States and was on board any vessel];

 the Defendant knowingly possessed [substance];

 the Defendant intended to distribute the [substance]; and

 the weight of the [substance] was more than [threshold].

A “vessel of the United States” means:
•	any vessel documented under the laws of the United States;

•	any vessel owned in whole or in part by a citizen or a corporation of the United States and not registered or documented by some foreign nation; or

•	a vessel that was once documented under the laws of the United States and was unlawfully sold to a noncitizen or placed under foreign registry or a foreign flag, whether or not the vessel has been granted the nationality of a foreign nation.

A “vessel subject to jurisdiction of the United States” includes:
•	any vessel without nationality: a vessel that purports to sail under the flags of two or more nations may be treated as a vessel without nationality; or

•	a vessel registered in a foreign nation that has consented or waived objection to the enforcement of U.S. law by the United States; or

•	a vessel located within the customs waters of the United States; or

•	a vessel located in the territorial waters of another nation that consents to the enforcement of U.S. law by the United States.

[The term “customs waters of the United States” includes all water within 14 miles of the coast of the United States.]
To “possess with intent to distribute” means to knowingly have something while intending to deliver or transfer it to someone else, even with no financial interest in the transaction.
[The Defendant[s] [is] [are] charged in the indictment with [distributing] [possessing with intent to distribute] a certain quantity or weight of the alleged controlled substance[s]. But you may find [the] [any] Defendant guilty of the offense if the quantity of the controlled substance[s] for which [he] [she] should be held responsible is less than the amount or weight charged. Thus the verdict form prepared with respect to [the] [each] Defendant, as I will explain in a moment, will require that if you find [the] [any] Defendant guilty, you must specify on the verdict your unanimous finding concerning the weight of the controlled substance attributable to the Defendant].
