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49 U.S.C. § 46504 provides:

An individual on an aircraft in the special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States who, by assaulting or intimidating a flight crew member or flight attendant of the aircraft, interferes with the performance of the duties of the member or attendant or lessens the ability of the member or attendant to perform those duties, shall be fined under title 18 , imprisoned for not more than 20 years, or both.

Maximum Penalty: Twenty  years imprisonment and $250,000 fine.

“Aircraft in flight” and other definitions are set forth in 49 U.S.C. § 46501. Note that the definition of the “special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States” varies depending upon whether the aircraft is owned by the United States and whether the aircraft is in or outside the United States. This charge is based upon the aircraft not being owned by the United States but being in the United States.

This statute does not require any showing of specific intent. United States v. Grossman, 131 F.3d 1449 (11th Cir. 1997).

If venue problems are raised, see United States v. Hall, 691 F.2d 48 (1st Cir. 1982). Further, this case held the offense was committed so long as the crew was responding to defendant’s behavior in derogation of their ordinary duties.
