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18 U.S.C. § 371 provides:

If two or more persons conspire… to defraud the United States, or any agency thereof in any manner or for any purpose, and one or more of such persons do any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each [shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

The definition of “to defraud the United States” comes from Hammerschmidt v. United States, 265 U.S. 182 (1924), and United States v. Porter, 591 F.2d 1048 (5th Cir. 1979): “To conspire to defraud the United States means primarily to cheat the government out of property or money, but it also means to interfere with or obstruct one of its lawful government functions by deceit, craft or trickery, or at least by means dishonest.”

Maximum Penalty: Five  years imprisonment and applicable fine.

The committee believes that the general definition of “willfully” in Basic Instruction 9.1A would usually apply to this crime.
