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Forgery:
Uttering a Forged Endorsement
18 U.S.C. § 510
Having a Face Value of More Than $1,000

It’s a Federal crime for anyone to pass or try to pass any United States Treasury check with a forged endorsement.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant passed or tried to pass a genuine United States Treasury check having a face value of more than $1,000 as alleged in the indictment;

 the Defendant knew that the payee's endorsement on the check was a forgery; and

 the Defendant acted with intent to defraud the United States.

The “payee” of a check is the person to whom the check is payable.
“Forgery” means a signature or endorsement made without the true payee’s permission or authority.
To “pass” (or “utter”) a check includes any attempt to cash the check or otherwise place it in circulation while stating or implying, directly or indirectly, that the check and the endorsement are genuine.
To act with “intent to defraud” means to act with the specific intent to deceive or cheat, usually for personal financial gain or to cause financial loss to someone else.
The crime is completed when someone who knows that the signature or endorsement on a check is a forgery and intentionally tries to pass or otherwise circulate the check as genuine with the intent to defraud.
The Government does not have to prove that the Defendant in fact did the forgery or that anyone actually obtained money from the United States.
