ANNOTATIONS AND COMMENTS

18 U.S.C. §666(a)(1)(B) and (b) provides:

 Whoever, if the circumstance described in subsection  of this section exists - -

 being an agent of an organization, or of a State, local, or Indian tribal government, or any agency thereof - -

(B) corruptly solicits or demands for the benefit of any person, or accepts or agrees to accept, anything of value from any person, intending to be influenced or rewarded in connection with any business, transaction, or series of transactions of such organization, government, or agency involving anything of value of $5,000 or more [shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

 The circumstance referred to in subsection (a) of this section is that the organization, government, or agency receives, in any one-year period, benefits in excess of $10,000 under a Federal program involving a grant, contract, subsidy, loan, guarantee, insurance, or other form of Federal assistance.

Maximum Penalty: Ten (10) years imprisonment and applicable fine.

In United States v. Fischer, 168 F.3d 1273 (11th Cir. 1999), aff’d., Fischer v. United States, 529 U.S. 667 (2000), the Court held that Medicare disbursements are “benefits” within the meaning of the statute, and that the Government is not required to prove a direct link between the federal assistance and the fraudulent conduct in issue.
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