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18 U.S.C. § 752 provides:

Whoever rescues or attempts to rescue or instigates, aids or assists the escape, or attempt to escape, of any person arrested upon a warrant or other process issued under any law of the United States, or committed to the custody of the Attorney General or to any institution or facility by his direction [shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

Maximum Penalty: Five  years imprisonment and $250,000 fine.

It may be necessary in some cases to define the boundary line between aiding an escape (under this section) and harboring a fugitive (in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1072). If an escapee reaches safety so that the escape itself is accomplished, any aid given to the fugitive after that point would constitute harboring, not aiding the escape. See United States v. DeStefano, 59 F.3d 1 (1st Cir. 1995), in which the Court of Appeals approved the following instruction: “The crime of aiding or assisting an escape cannot occur after the escapee reaches temporary safety. After that, aid or assistance to a fugitive is no longer aiding or assisting his escape...”
