[bookmark: _GoBack]O3
Presenting or Using a False
Claim in a Bankruptcy Proceeding
18 U.S.C. § 152

It’s a Federal crime to knowingly and fraudulently [present] [use] a false claim in any bankruptcy proceeding.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 on or about the date charged, a bankruptcy case docketed as Case Number __________ was pending in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the ________ District of _________, and ____________ [doing business as _______________] was the Debtor;

 the Defendant [in a personal capacity] [as or through an agent, proxy, or attorney] [presented] [used] a claim against the estate of the Debtor in that bankruptcy proceeding;

 a material fact in the claim so [presented] [used] was false; and

 the Defendant knowingly and fraudulently [presented] [used] the claim.

A claim is “false” if it is untrue when [made] [presented] and the person [making] [presenting] it knows it is untrue.
A “material fact” is an important fact -- not some unimportant or trivial detail.
A claim is “fraudulent” if it is intended to deceive or to cheat, usually for personal financial gain or to cause someone else financial loss.
