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18 U.S.C. § 875 provides that:

Whoever transmits in interstate or foreign commerce any communication containing any demand or request for a ransom or reward for the release of any kidnapped person, [shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

Maximum Penalty: Twenty  years imprisonment and applicable fine.

Although this subsection of § 875 does not specifically require an intent to extort, it has been held that such intent is implicitly an element. “Congress intended not only that there be a criminal intent element of the crime charged in the statute [18 U.S.C. § 875] but also that this intent element be specifically the intent to extort.” United States v. Heller, 579 F.2d 990, 995 (6th Cir. 1978).

Under United States v. Nilsen, 967 F.2d 539, 543 (11th Cir. 1992), “thing of value” is a clearly defined term that includes both tangibles and intangibles.

The federal kidnapping statute is 18 U.S.C. § 1201.
