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Carrying/Possessing a Firearm During or in
Furtherance of a Drug Trafficking Crime
or Crime of Violence
18 U.S.C. § 924(A)

It’s a separate Federal crime for anyone to [use a firearm in relation to] [carry a firearm during and in relation to] [possess a firearm in furtherance of] a [drug-trafficking crime] [crime of violence].
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant committed the [drug-trafficking crime] [crime of violence] charged in Count _____ of the indictment;

 the Defendant knowingly [used] [carried] [possessed] a firearm; and

 the Defendant [used the firearm “in relation to”] [carried the firearm “in relation to”] [possessed the firearm “in furtherance of”] the [drug-trafficking crime] [violent crime].

A “firearm” is any weapon designed to or readily convertible to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive. The term includes the frame or receiver of any such weapon or any firearm muffler or silencer.
[To “use” a firearm means more than a mere possession and more than proximity and accessibility; it requires active employment of the weapon as by brandishing or displaying it in some fashion.]
To [“carry”] [“possess”] a firearm is to have a firearm on one’s person or to transport or control a firearm in a way that makes it available for immediate use while committing the [drug-trafficking crime] [violent crime].
To [use] [carry] a firearm “in relation to” a crime means that there must be a firm connection between the Defendant, the firearm, and the [drug-trafficking crime] [violent crime]. The firearm must have helped with some important function or purpose of the crime, and not simply have been there accidentally or coincidentally.
[Possessing a firearm “in furtherance of” a crime means that the firearm helped, promoted, or advanced the crime in some way.]
[The indictment charges that the Defendant knowingly carried a firearm during and in relation to [a drug-trafficking crime] [a violent crime] and possessed a firearm in furtherance of [a drug-trafficking crime] [a violent crime]. In other words, the Defendant is charged with violating the law in Count _____ in two separate ways. The Government has to prove only one of those ways, not both. But to find the Defendant guilty you must all agree on which of the two ways the Defendant violated the law.]
