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False Identification Documents
18 U.S.C. § 1028

It’s a Federal crime to knowingly possess five or more false identification documents with the intent to unlawfully use or transfer them if the possession is in or affects interstate or foreign commerce.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant possessed at least five false identification documents;

 the Defendant knew the documents were false, knowingly possessed them, and intended to use or transfer them unlawfully; and

 the Defendant’s possession of the documents was in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce.

To “intend to use or transfer” false identification documents unlawfully is to intend to sell, give, lend, or otherwise transfer them with the knowledge that they were unlawfully produced.
A “false identification document” is one of a type that is commonly accepted for purposes of an individual’s identification and is not issued by, or under the authority of, a governmental entity, but appears to be issued by or under the authority of [the United States Government] [a State or a political subdivision of a State].
[The term “interstate commerce” refers to any transaction or event that involves travel, trade, transportation or communication between a place in one state and a place in another state.]
[The term “foreign commerce” refers to any transaction or event that involves travel, trade, transportation or communication between a place in the United States and a place outside the United States.]
The government must prove only a minimal connection with interstate or foreign commerce to satisfy the “in or affects interstate or foreign commerce” requirement of the statute. It must also prove that the defendant had the intent to accomplish acts, which, if successful, would have affected interstate or foreign commerce in some way. But the Government does not have to prove that the Defendant had knowledge of the interstate- or foreign-commerce connection when [he] [she] committed the crime.
