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False Identification Documents
18 U.S.C. § 1028

It’s a federal crime to knowingly possess a false identification document with the intent to use the document to defraud the United States.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant knowingly possessed a false identification document; and

 the Defendant intended to use the document to defraud the United States.

An “identification document” is a document that’s made or issued by or under the authority of the United States Government and contains information about a particular person. In other words, it is of a type intended or commonly accepted to identify an individual.
A “false identification document” is one made and used to identify the bearer that falsely appears to have been issued by or under the authority of [the United States Government] [a State or a political subdivision of a State].
The phrase “intended for the document to be used to defraud the United States” means a specific intent to mislead or deceive an officer or employee of the United States in carrying out his or her official duties.
The heart of the crime is the intent to mislead or deceive. The Government does not have to prove that anyone was actually misled or deceived.
