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18 U.S.C. § 1030(A) provides:

 Whoever - -

*  *  *  *  *

 knowingly and with intent to defraud traffics (as defined in section 1029) in any password or similar information through which a computer may be accessed without authorization, if - -

(A) such trafficking affects interstate or foreign commerce [shall be punished as provided in subsection  of this section]; or

(B) such computer is used by or for the Government of the United States [shall be punished as provided in subsection  of this section]

[shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

Maximum Penalty: Up to ten  years imprisonment (if the offense occurs after a conviction for another offense under this section) and applicable fine.

The wording of the statute leaves some uncertainty as to what “without authorization” is intended to modify. It seems logical that it is intended to describe the access to the computer, and this instruction is drafted to incorporate that construction.
