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18 U.S.C. § 201 and  provide:

§201. Bribery of public officials and [jurors]

 For the purpose of this section - -

 the term “public official” means… an officer or employee or person acting for or on behalf of the United States, or any department, agency or branch of Government thereof… or a juror;

*  *  *  *  *
 Whoever - -

 directly or indirectly, corruptly gives, offers or promises anything of value to any public official or person who has been selected to be a public official, or offers or promises any public official or any person who has been selected to be a public official to give anything of value to any other person or entity, with intent - -

(A) to influence any official act; or

(B) to influence such public official or person who has been selected to be a public official to commit or aid in committing, or collude in, or allow, any fraud, or make opportunity for the commission of any fraud, on the United States; or

(C) to induce such public official or such person who has been selected to be a public official to do or omit to do any act in violation of the lawful duty of such official or person [shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

For a definition of “fraud on the United States” see the Annotations and Comments to Offense Instruction 13.6, infra.

Maximum Penalty: Fifteen  years imprisonment and applicable fine, which may be enhanced to three times the monetary value of the amount of the bribe. Thus, under the principle of Apprendi, if the indictment alleges the amount of the bribe as a means of enhancing the maximum fine, the instruction should be modified to submit that issue to the jury. Consideration should also be given in such a case to the possible use of Special Instruction 10, Lesser Included Offense.
