ANNOTATIONS AND COMMENTS
18 U.S.C. § 1518(a) provides: “Whoever willfully prevents, obstructs, misleads, delays or attempts to prevent, obstruct, mislead, or delay the communication of information or records relating to a violation of a Federal health care offense to a criminal investigator shall be [guilty of an offense].”
Maximum Penalty:  Five (5) years’ imprisonment and applicable fine.
“Criminal investigator” is defined at 18 U.S.C. § 1518(b), which states: “As used in this section the term ‘criminal investigator’ means any individual duly authorized by a department, agency, or armed force of the United States to conduct or engage in investigations for prosecutions for violations of health care offenses.”
“Federal health care offense” is defined in 18 U.S.C. § 24(a), which states:
As used in this title, the term “Federal health care offense” means a violation of, or a criminal conspiracy to violate-
(1) section 669, 1035, 1347, or 1518 of this title or section 1128B of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320a-7b); or
(2) section 287, 371, 664, 666, 1001, 1027, 1341, 1343, 1349, or 1954 of this title section 301 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21  U.S.C. § 331), or section 501 of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. § 1131 ), or section 411, 518, or 511 of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, if the violation or conspiracy relates to a health care benefit program.
For ease of reference, the statutes referenced in Section 24(a) have been placed in numerical order and sections 411 and 511 of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 are referred to by their U.S. Code Sections, that is, 29 U.S.C. §§ 1111 and 1141, respectively.  Note that Section 24(a)'s reference to section 518 of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 is a typographical error. Section 518 (29 U.S.C. § 1148) is not a criminal offense; it relates to regulatory deadlines during times of war.
18 U.S.C. § 24(b) further defines “health care benefit program.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]As used in this title, the term “health care benefit program” means any public or private plan or contract, affecting commerce, under which any medical benefit, item, or service is provided to any individual, and includes any individual or entity who is providing a medical benefit, item, or service for which payment may be made under the plan or contract.
