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Sex Trafficking of Children or by Force, Fraud, or Coercion
18 U.S.C. § 1591

It’s a Federal crime for anyone, in or affecting commerce, to [recruit] [entice] [harbor] [transport] [provide] [obtain] or [maintain] by any means a person, knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that [means of force, threats of force, fraud, or coercion will be used to cause the person to engage in a commercial sex act] [the person has not attained the age of 18 years and will be caused to engage in a commercial sex act].
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant knowingly [recruited] [enticed] [harbored] [transported] [provided] [obtained] or [maintained] by any means [individual named in the indictment];

 that the Defendant did so knowing or in reckless disregard of the fact that [means of force, threats of force, fraud, coercion, or any combination of such means would be used to cause the person to engage in a commercial sex act] [the person had not attained the age of 18 years and would be caused to engage in a commercial sex act]; and

 that the Defendant’s acts were in or affected [interstate] [foreign] commerce.

“Commercial sex act” means any sex act, on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person.
In determining whether the Defendant’s conduct was “in or affected interstate or foreign commerce,” you may consider whether the Defendant used means or facilities of interstate commerce, such as telephones, the internet, or hotels that serviced interstate travelers, or whether his conduct substantially affected interstate commerce by virtue of the fact that he purchased items that had moved in interstate commerce.
[If the Government proves beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant had a reasonable opportunity to observe the person recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, provided, obtained, or maintained, then the Government does not have to prove that the defendant knew that the person had not attained the age of 18 years.]
[“Coercion” means:
Error! No sequence specified. threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person;

 any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or

 the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process, whether administrative, civil, or criminal, in any manner or for any purpose for which the law was not designed, in order to exert pressure on another person to cause that person to take some action or refrain from taking some action.]

[“Serious harm” means any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, including psychological, financial, or reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, under all the surrounding circumstances, to compel a reasonable person of the same background and in the same circumstances to perform or to continue performing commercial sexual activity in order to avoid incurring that harm.]
