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False Declaration Before a Grand Jury
18 U.S.C. § 1623

It’s a Federal crime [to make a false statement under oath] [to use a false document] while appearing as a witness before a Federal grand jury.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant [gave testimony] [used the described record or document] while under oath as a witness before a Grand Jury of this Court;

 the [testimony] [record or document] was false in one or more of the ways charged and concerned some material matter in the Grand Jury proceedings; and

 the Defendant knew that [the testimony was false] [record or document was false] when it was [made] [used].

[Testimony is false if the person giving it knows it is untrue when given.]
[A statement contained within a document is false if it is untrue when the document is used and the person using it knows it is untrue.]
[Making a false statement] [Using a false document] isn’t a crime unless the falsity concerns a material fact.
A “material fact” is an important fact – not some unimportant or trivial detail. It must have the capacity or natural tendency to influence the Grand Jury's decision-making process or otherwise disrupt or impair the Grand Jury’s functioning.
But the Government doesn’t have to prove that the Grand Jury was actually misled or influenced in any way by the false [statement] [record or document].
You must consider the allegedly false [testimony] [record or document] in the context of the series of questions asked and answers given. The words used should be given their common and ordinary meaning unless the context clearly shows that both the questioner and the witness understood that a word or phrase had a different meaning.
If a particular question could be understood in two different but reasonable ways, and that the Defendant truthfully answered the question in one of those ways, then the answer wouldn’t be false. Similarly, if the question was clear, but the answer could be understood in two different but reasonable ways, and at least one way would be truthful, then the answer wouldn’t be false.
