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Illegal Gambling Business
18 U.S.C. § 1955

It’s a Federal crime to conduct an illegal gambling business.
An “illegal gambling business” is a gambling business that:
 violates the law of the state where the business operates; and

 involves five or more people who conduct, finance, manage, supervise, direct, or own all or part of the business; and

 has been or remains in substantially continuous operation for at least 30 days or has gross revenue of at least $2,000 in any single day.

The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 At least five people, including the Defendant, knowingly conducted, financed, managed, supervised, directed, or owned all or part of a gambling business;

 the gambling business violated the laws of [name of state]; and

 the gambling business was in substantially continuous operation for at least 30 days or had gross revenue of at least $2,000 on any one day.

“Bookmaking” means the business of setting terms or conditions, usually called a “line” or “odds,” on the outcome of a specified event and accepting bets from customers in order to make a profit. The profit does not come from the bets themselves but from an additional payment, sometimes called a “percentage” or “commission,” collected from the customers who place bets. In short, bookmaking is a gambling business.
You are instructed that bookmaking is unlawful in the state of [state name].
To “conduct a business” is to work for the business, especially as an employee of the business, with or without a voice in management or a share in the profits. But a customer who merely places a bet does not participate in the conduct of the business.
The Government must prove that at least five people conducted, financed, or supervised an illegal gambling business that was in substantially continuous operation for at least 30 days, or had gross revenue of at least $2,000 on any single day.
But it doesn’t matter whether five or more people have been charged with a crime; nor whether those same five or more people – including the Defendant – conducted, financed, or owned the business. It doesn’t matter whether the Defendant even knew the identities of others involved in the business. And it doesn’t matter whether bets were accepted every day over a 30-day period; nor whether accepting bets was the Defendant’s primary business or employment.
