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18 U.S.C. § 1955 provides:

Whoever conducts, finances, manages, supervises, directs, or owns all or part of an illegal gambling business [shall be guilty of an offense against the United States].

Maximum Penalty: Five  years imprisonment and applicable fine.

For purposes of the statute, one “conducts” an illegal gambling business by performing any necessary function in the gambling operation, other than that of mere bettor. Thus, a Defendant’s proposed instruction that “[a] person who took bets on five or six occasions over a year’s time could not be considered [a] participant in conduct[ing] [a] gambling business” was properly refused where the evidence established that the Defendant, in addition to taking bets, collected gambling debts and forwarded them to another participant. United States v. Miller, 22 F.3d 1075 (11th Cir. 1994).

See United States v. Herring, 955 F.2d 703 (11th Cir. 1992) (discussing “layoff bets”).
