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Money Laundering: International
Transportation of Monetary Instruments
18 U.S.C. § 1956(A)

It’s a Federal crime to knowingly engage in certain kinds of financial transactions commonly known as money laundering.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant knowingly [transported] [transmitted] [transferred] a monetary instrument or money [from a place in the United States to or through a place outside the United States] [to a place in the United States from or through a place outside the United States] [or attempted to do so]; and

 the Defendant acted with the intent to promote the carrying on of specified unlawful activity.

To “transport, transmit, or transfer” includes all means to carry, send, mail, ship, or move money. It includes any physical means of transferring or transporting funds, and also electronic transfer by wire or computer or other means.
It doesn’t matter whether the monetary instrument or money involved in this case was derived from criminal activity. It could be legitimately earned income [even money provided by a government agent in the course of an undercover operation].
A “monetary instrument” includes the coin or currency of any country, travelers or personal checks, bank checks or money orders, or investment securities or negotiable instruments in a form that allows ownership to transfer on delivery.
The term “specified unlawful activity” means [describe the specified unlawful activity listed in subsection  of the statute and alleged in the indictment].
The term “with the intent to promote the carrying on of specified unlawful activity” means that the Defendant must have [conducted] [attempted to conduct] the financial transaction for the purpose of making easier or helping to bring about the “specified unlawful activity” as just defined.
[To “attempt” an act means to intentionally take some substantial step toward accomplishing the act so that the act will occur unless something happens to interrupt or frustrate it.]
