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18 U.S.C. § 2114 provides:

A person who assaults any person having lawful charge, control, or custody of any mail matter or of any money or other property of the United States, with intent to rob, steal, or purloin such mail matter, money, or other property of the United States, or robs or attempts to rob any such person of mail matter, or of any money, or other property of the United States, shall, for the first offense, be imprisoned not more than ten years; and if in effecting or attempting to effect such robbery he wounds the person having custody of such mail, money, or other property of the United States, or puts his life in jeopardy by the use of a dangerous weapon, or for a subsequent offense, shall be imprisoned not more than twenty-five years.

Maximum Penalty: Ten  years imprisonment for the first offense (without wounding the person with control of the property or putting that person’s life in jeopardy by use of a dangerous weapon); and
Twenty-five  years imprisonment for a subsequent offense or for wounding the person with control of the property or putting that person’s life in jeopardy by use of a dangerous weapon in robbing or attempting to rob the property.

This instruction is designed for the offense of armed postal robbery which requires a finding that the Defendant wounded or jeopardized the life of a postal employee by using a dangerous weapon. If the Defendant is not charged with armed postal robbery, then the third essential element should not be included in the instruction.

The defendant need not know that the property he is stealing is property of the United States. United States v. Smithen, 213 F.3d 1342, 1344 (11th Cir. 2000).

Section 2114 is not limited to robbery of “postal” money or property; it extends to “any money or other property of the United States.” Garcia v. United States, 469 U.S. 70, 80, 105 S. Ct. 479, 485 (1985) (finding that robbery of Secret Service agent’s “flash money” fell within § 2114’s prohibitions).
