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Aggravated Sexual Abuse:
Crossing a State Line with the Intent to Engage
in a Sexual Act with Child Under 12
18 U.S.C. § 2241

It’s a Federal crime for anyone to cross a State line with the intent to engage in a sexual act with a person younger than 12 years old.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant crossed a State line with the intent to engage in a sexual act; and

 the [victim] was less than 12 years old.

The term “State” includes a State of the United States, the District of Columbia, and any commonwealth, territory, or possession of the United States.
The term “sexual act” means:
•	contact between the penis and the vulva, or the penis and the anus, involving penetration however slight; or

•	contact between the mouth and the penis, the mouth and the vulva, or the mouth and the anus; or

•	the penetration – however slight – of another person’s anal or genital opening by a hand, finger, or any object, with an intent to abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade the person, or to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of the Defendant or any other person[.] [;or]

•	[an intentional touching – not through the clothing – of the genitalia of a person, with the intent to abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade the person, or to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of the Defendant or any other person.]

It doesn’t matter whether the Defendant’s sole or even primary purpose in crossing the state line was to engage in a sexual act with a person under the age of 12. The Government must show that the intent was at least one of the motives or purposes for the Defendant’s travel. In other words, the Government must show that the Defendant’s criminal purpose was not merely incidental to the travel.
[In this case, the alleged victim was a fictitious person appearing to be younger than 12 years old. The Government doesn’t have to prove that the intended victim actually existed, but it must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the Defendant believed that the intended victim was a person younger than 12 years old.]
