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Deprivation of Civil Rights (Without Bodily Injury, Kidnapping, Sexual Assault, or Death)
18 U.S.C. § 242

It’s a Federal crime for anyone acting under color of state law to willfully deprive someone else of his or her rights secured by the Constitution or laws of the United States.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant deprived the victim of the right [of] [to] [describe right infringed, e.g., deprivation of liberty without due process of law];

 the Defendant acted or claimed to act under color of state law; and

 the Defendant willfully exceeded and misused or abused the Defendant's authority under state law.

An act “under color of state law” includes any act done by an official under a state law or regulation. It also covers acts done by an official under the ordinances and regulations of any county or municipality of the state. It even includes acts performed under a state or local custom.
To act “under color of state law” means to exceed or abuse lawful authority while claiming or pretending to perform an official duty. An unlawful act under color of state law occurs when a person has power only because that person is an official, and that person does acts that are a misuse or abuse of that power.
[The Defendant may be found guilty even though the Defendant isn’t an official or employee of the State, or of any county, or other governmental unit, if the Government has proved beyond a reasonable doubt that the essential facts constituting the offense charged have been established and that the Defendant willfully participated with the State or its agents in the misuse or abuse of lawful authority.]
[“Liberty” includes freedom from unlawful attack upon one's person and the principle that no person may be physically assaulted, intimidated, or otherwise abused intentionally and without justification by a person acting under the color of the laws of any state.]
[To be deprived of liberty “without due process of law” means to be deprived of liberty without legal authority.
To determine whether the alleged victim was deprived of liberty without due process of law, you must first determine from the evidence whether the Defendant did any of the acts charged.
If so, then you must determine whether the Defendant acted within the bounds of the Defendant's lawful authority.]
[If you find that the Defendant acted within the limits of lawful authority under state law, the Defendant did not deprive the alleged victim of any liberty without due process of law.]
[But if you find that the Defendant exceeded the limits of lawful authority under state law, you may find that the Defendant deprived the alleged victim of liberty without due process of law and then decide whether the Defendant acted willfully.]
