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Damage to Religious Property
18 U.S.C. § 247 and 

Under certain circumstances, it’s a Federal crime for anyone to [deface] [damage] [destroy] any religious real property because of the religious character of that property.
The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt:
 the Defendant intentionally [defaced] [damaged] [destroyed] the real property described in the indictment;

 the Defendant did so knowingly and because of the property’s religious character;

 the crime was in or affected interstate or foreign commerce;

 the person named in the indictment suffered bodily injury as a direct or proximate result of the Defendant’s acts; and

 the Defendant used [fire] [an explosive] in committing the crime.

“Religious property” is any church, synagogue, mosque, religious cemetery, or other religious property.
The required effect on [interstate] [foreign] commerce can arise in many ways, such as when the Defendant traveled into the state where the conduct occurred from [another state] [a foreign country]; or when materials to repair the damage traveled from one state into another state; or [insert other relevant conduct that affects commerce].
[A “bodily injury” means any injury to the body, no matter how temporary. It includes any cut, abrasion, bruise, burn, or disfigurement; physical pain; illness; or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty.]
