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Testimony of Accomplice or Codefendant with Plea Agreement

You must consider some witnesses’ testimony with more caution than others.
In this case, the Government has made a plea agreement with a Codefendant in exchange for [his] [her] testimony. Such “plea bargaining,” as it’s called, provides for the possibility of a lesser sentence than the Codefendant would normally face. Plea bargaining is lawful and proper, and the rules of this court expressly provide for it.
But a witness who hopes to gain more favorable treatment may have a reason to make a false statement in order to strike a good bargain with the Government.
So while a witness of that kind may be entirely truthful when testifying, you should consider that testimony with more caution than the testimony of other witnesses.
And the fact that a witness has pleaded guilty to an offense isn’t evidence of the guilt of any other person.
