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Aiding and Abetting; Agency
18 U.S.C. § 2

It’s possible to prove the Defendant guilty of a crime even without evidence that the Defendant personally performed every act charged.
Ordinarily, any act a person can do may be done by directing another person, or “agent.” Or it may be done by acting with or under the direction of others.
A Defendant “aids and abets” a person if the Defendant intentionally joins with the person to commit a crime.
A Defendant is criminally responsible for the acts of another person if the Defendant aids and abets the other person. A Defendant is also responsible if the Defendant willfully directs or authorizes the acts of an agent, employee, or other associate.
But finding that a Defendant is criminally responsible for the acts of another person requires proof that the Defendant intentionally associated with or participated in the crime – not just proof that the Defendant was simply present at the scene of a crime or knew about it.
In other words, you must find beyond a reasonable doubt that the Defendant was a willful participant and not merely a knowing spectator.
