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Explanatory Instruction Role of the Interpreter

We seek a fair trial for all regardless of what language they speak. We are going to have an interpreter assist us through these proceedings, and you should know what [she] can do and what [she] cannot do. Basically, the interpreter is here only to help us communicate during the proceedings. [She] is not a party in the case, has no interest in the case, and will be completely neutral. Accordingly, [she] is not working for either party. The interpreter's sole responsibility is to enable us to communicate with each other.
Treat the interpreter of the witness's testimony as if the witness had spoken English and no interpreter was present. Do not allow the fact that testimony is given in a language other than English influence you in any way.
If any of you understand the language of the witness, disregard completely what the witness says in [her] language. Consider as evidence only what is provided by the interpreter in English. If you think an interpreter has made a mistake, you may bring it to the attention of the Court, but you should make your deliberations on the basis of the official interpretation.
